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1. OINCE the Name firſt came abroad into the 
World, many have been at a Loſs to know what 

a Methedift is: What are the Principles and the Practice 

of thoſe, who are commonly called by that Name; and 

what the di/tingui/hing Marks of this SxcT, which is 

every where ſpoken of. | 


2. And it being generally believed, That 7 was able 
to give the cleareſt Account of theſe Things (as hav- 
ing been one of the firſt to whom that Name was gi. 
ven, and the Perſon by whom the reſt were ſuppoſed 
to be directed) I have been called upon, in all manner 
of Ways, and with the utmoſt Earneſtneſs, ſo to do. 
I yield at laſt to the continued Importunity both of 
Friends and Enemies: And do now give the cleareſt 
Account I can, in the Preſence of the Loo and Judge 
of Heaven and Earth, of the Principles and Pradlice 
whereby thoſe who are called Methodiſts, are diſtin- 
guiſhed from other Men. 


3. I ſay, thoſe abe are called Methodiſts; for let it 
be well obſerved, that this is not a Name which they 
take to themſelves, but One fixt upon them by Way 
of Reproach, without their e ae or Conſent. 
It was firſt given to three or four young Men at Oxford, | 
28 | A 2 | by 
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1 Either in Alluſion to 
e ancient Sect of Phyſicians ſo called (from their 
teachi n 
eciſick Metbod of Diet and Exerciſe) or fron their 
ſerving a more regular Method of Study and Beha - 
— an was uſual with thoſe of their Age and 
tation. 


4. I ſhall ſtill rojoice (fo little ambitious am I to be 
at the Head of any Sect or Party) if the very Name 
might never be mention'd more, but be buried in 
eternal Oblivion. But if that cannot be, at leaſt let 
thoſe who ci uſe it, know the Meaning of the Word 
they uſe. Let us not always be fighting in the Dark. 
Come, and let us look one another in the Face, And 
— ſome of you who hate a I am called, may 

ove What Jam (by the Grace of GOD : ) Or, rather 
what 1 follow after, if that I may apprehend that, for 
which a, am apprehended of CRI JESUS, 
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The CHARACTER of a METHODIST. 


1. HE diftinguifbing Marks of a METronsT. 
| are not His Opinions of any Sort. His aſſent- 
ing to This or That Scheme of Religion, his embra- 


cing any particular Sett of Notions, his eſpouſing the 
Judgment of one Man or of another, are all quite 
wide of the Point. Whoſoever therefore imagines, that 


a Methodift'is, A Man of ſuch or ſuch an Opinion, is 


roſy ignorant of the whole Affair; he miſtakes the 
uth totally. We believe indeed, That a// Scripture is 
given by Inſpiration of GOD; and herein we are diſtin- 


guiſhed from Jews, Turks,” and IÞfideſs. We believe 


this written Word of Gop to be the only and ſufficient 
Rule, both of Chriſtian Faith and Practice; and herein 
we are fundamentally diſtinguiſhed from thoſe of the 


 Romiſh Church: We believe Cur 1sT to be the Eternal 


Supreme GOD ; and herein are we diftinguiſhed: from 


the Socinians and Ariant. But as to all Opmions which 


do not ftrike at the Root of Chriſtianity, - we think and 


let think. So that whatſoever they are, whether right or 
wrong, they are no di /tinguiſhing Marks of a Methodiſt. 
2. Neither are Words or Phraſes of any Sort. We 


do not place our Religion, or any Part of it, in being 


attach d to any Peculiar Mode of Speaking, any Quaint 


or Uncommon Sett of Expreſſions. The moſt obvious, 


eaſy, common Words, wherein our Meaning can be 


conveyed, we prefer beſore others, both on ordinary | 
| Occaſions, and when we ſpeak of the Things of Gop. | 


— 


We never thereſore willingly or deſignedly deviate from 
the moſt uſual Way of ſpeaking ; unleſs when we ex 


preſs Scripture 'Fruths in Scripture Words, (which, we 


preſume, no Chriſtian will condemn.) Neither do we 
affect to uſe any Particular Expreſſions of Scripture,” 


more frequently than others, unleſs they are ſuch as are 


more frequently uſed by the Inſpir'd Writers themſelves, - 


- 


So that it is as groſs an Error, to place the Marks of a 
Methoaift in his Words, as in Opinions of any Sort. 


3. Nor do we defire to be diſtinguiſhed, by A#ions 


Cu/toms, or Uſages of an Indifferent Nature. Our Rel- 


gion does not lie in doing what Gop has nat enjoj{'d,. 


A3 


or abſtaining from what he hath not 5 It 


/ | 
/ 


EY 


of our Body, or the covering of our Heads: Nor yet 
in abſtaining from Marriage, nor from Meats and 
Drinks, which are all good, if received with Thankſ- 


0 
giving. Therefore neither will any Man who knows cv 
whereof he affirms, fix the Mark of a Methodif? here; hi 
in any Actions or Cuſtoms purely indifferent, undeter- C! 
mined by the Werd of GOD. 9 1 | H 

| 4. Nor, laſtly, is he to be diſtinguiſh'd by laying the ne 
” whole Streſs of Religion on any Single Part of it. If bt 
you ſay, Ves he is; for he thinks wwe are ſaved by v. 
Faith alone: ” I anſwer, You do not underſtand the a 
Terms. By Salvation he means, Holineſs of Heart and Je 
Life. And this he affirms to. ſpring from True Fairn if 
ALonsE. Can even a nominal Chriſtian deny it? Is t 


this placing a Part of Religion for the Whole? Do aue e 
* then make void the Law thro) Faith? Gov forbid! Yea 8 
awe eftabliſh the Law. We do not place the Whole of # 
Religion (as too many do, Gop knoweth) either. in do- 7 
ing no Harm, or in doing Good, or in uſing the Or- } 
dinances of Gop. No, nor in all of them together; 
wherein we know by Experience a Man may labour | 
many Years, and at the End have no 'True Religion at 
all, no more than he had at the Beginning. Much 
leſs in any One of Theſe; or, it may be in a Scrap of 
one of them: Like her who fancies herſelf a virtuous 
Woman, only becauſe ſhe is not a Proftitute ; or him 
who dreams he is an honef Man, merely becauſe he | 
does not rob or ſteal. May the Loxp Gov of my Fa- 
thers preſerve me, from ſuch a poor, ſtarved Religion as 
This! Were This the Mark of a Methodift,, I would 
ſooner chuſe to be a fincere Few, Turk, or Pagan. 

- 5. + What then is the Mart? Who is a Methodi/?, 
according to your own Account? I anfwer: A Metho- | 
, is one, who has the Love of Gob hed abroad in his | 

Heart, by the Holy Ghoſt given unto him: One who loves | 
#5: Lokd his Gop with all hit Heart, and with all his 
Seu, and with all his Mind, and with all his Strength. 

GOD is the Joy of his Heart, and the Defire of his 
Soul; which is conſtantly crying out, . Whom have I in 

Flezwen but Thee, and there is none upon Earth that 1 

A befide Thee! My Gop and my All! Thou art the 

vuentth of my Heart, and my Portion for ever!“ 

6. Re is therefore happy in God, yea always happy, 
3 * as 


\ 
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The Character of a Methodiſt. 7 
as having in him à Well of Mater, A up into 
ever{aſting Life, and overflowing his Soul with ” and 
Toy.  Perfe# Love having now caft out Fear, Wrrejoices 
evermore. He rejoices in the Loxp always, even iGo 
his Saviour: And in the Father through ouy Lord IH 
CurtsT, by whom he hath new received the Atonement, 
Having found Redemption thro' his Blood, the Forgive- + 
neſs of his Sins, he cannot but rejoice, whenever he looks 
back on the horrible Pit out of which he 1s delivered, 
when he ſees all his Tranſgrefſions blotted out as a Cloud, 
and his Iniquities as a thick Cloud. He cannot but re- 
joice, when ever he looks on the State wherein he now 
is, being juſtified freely, and having Peace with Gop, 
through eur Lord Jesus CHRIST. For he that belitw- 
eth hath the Witneſs of this in himſelf: Being now the 
Sen of Gon by Faith; becauſe he is a Son, God hath ſent 
forth the Spirit of his Son into his Heart, crying out, 


Abba, Father ! And the Spirit itſelf beareth Witneſs with - 


his Spirit, that he is a Child of Gop. He rejoiceth 
alſo, whenever he looks forward, in Hope of the Gl, 
that hall be revealed: Yea, this his Joy is full, and 
his Bones cry out, BJ//ed be the God and Father of ous 
Lord Jesus CurisT, who according to his abundant 
Mercy hath begotten me again to a living Hep. 7 
ax Inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth 
nat away, reſerved in Heaven for me. R 
7. And he who hath this Hope thus rad of Immortality, 
in every thing giveth Thanks: As knowing that this 
(whatſoever it is) is the Will of Gop in CyrisT JEsus 
concerning him. From Him therefore he chearfully re- 
ceives All, ſaying, Good is the Will of the Loxp: And 
whether the Loxp giveth or taketh away, equally %% 
ing the Name of the Lox D. For he hath learned in what- 
forever State he is, therewith to be centent. He know- 
eth both how to be abaſed, and hew to abound. Every 
where and in all Things he is inſtructed, both to be full” 
and to be hungry, both to abound and to ſuffer Need. 
Whether in Eaſe or Pain, whether in Sickneſs or Health, 


Whether in Life or Death, he giveth Thanks from the 


Ground of the Heart to Him who orders it for Good: 
Knowing that as every good Gift ccmeth from above, ſo 
none but Good can come from the Father of Lights, 
into whoſe Hands he has wholly committed his Body 

ö | and 


{ 38. The Character of a Methodiſt. 

7 and Soul, as into the Hand: of a faithful Creator. He 
is therefore careful (anxiouſly or uneaſily careful) er 
nothing: As having caft all his Care on Him that careth 
for him, and in, all Things reſting on Him, after making 
his Requeſt known to Him with Thankſgiving. 

8. For indeed he prays without ceaſing. It is given 
him always to pray, and not to faint. Not that he is 
always in the Houle of Prayer; tho' he neglects no Op- 

rtunity of being there. Neither is he always on his 
Ka, altho' he often is, or on his Face, before the 
Loan his Gon. Nor yet is he always crying aloud to 
Gop, or calling upon him in Words. For many time» 
the Spirit maketh Interceſſion for him with Groans that 
cannot be utter d: But at all times the Language of his 
Heart is this, „Thou Brightneſs of the Eternal Glory, 
„ unto Thee is my Mouth, tho' without a Voice, and 
« my Silence ſpeaketh unto Thee. And this is true 
Prayer, The lifting up the Heart to Gop. This is the 
Eſſence of Prayer, and this alone. But his Heart is 
ever lifted up to Gop, at all Times, and in all Places. 
In this he is never hindered, much leſs interrupted, by 
any Perſon or Thing. In Retirement, or Company, in 
Leiſure, Buſineſs or Converſation, his Heart is ever 

with the Lond. Whether he lie down or riſe up, Gop 
ig in all his Thoughts; he walks with GOD continually, 
having the loving Eye of his Mind fix'd upon Him, 
and every where /ceing. Him that is inviſible. 

9. And while he thus always exerciſes his Love to 
Gop, by. Prayer without ceaſing, rejoicing evermore, 
and in every thing giving Thanks, this Commandment 

| is written in his Heart, that be au /oveth Gon, love 

| his Brother alſo. And he accordingly loves his Neigh- 

Baur as himſelf; he loves every Man as his own Soul. 

His Heart is full of Love to all Mankind, to every 

Child of the Father of the Spirits of all Hb. That a 

Man is not perſonally known to him, is no Bar to his 

Love: No, nor that he is known to be ſuch as he ap- 

proves not, that he repays Hatred for his Good-will. 

For he loves his Enemies, yea and the Enemies of Gop ; 

the Evil and the Unthankful. And if it be not in his 

Power to do Good to them that hate him, yet he ceaſes 

not to pray for them, tho” they continue to ſpurn his 

Love, and {till deſprrefirlly uſe him and perſecute him. 

bebe 10. For 
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The Character of a Methodiſt, ' 9g 
10. For he is Pure in Heart, The Love of Gov has 
19 N his Heart from all Revengeful Paſſions, from 


J vy, Malice, and Wrath, from every unkind Tem- 
— per or malign Affection. It hath cleanſed him from 
, 
* 


Contention, And he hath now put on Bowels of Mer- 
cies, Kindneſs, Humbleneſs of Mind, Metkneſs, Long-ſuf* 
fering : So that he forbears and forgives, if he bad a 
DPuarrel againſt any; even ns GOD in CurtsT hath 
forgiven him. And indeed all poflible Ground for 
| Pride and Haughtineſs of Spirit, whereof alone cometh 
| Contention, on his Part, is utterly cut of, For none 
| can take from him what he defires ; ſeeing he /owes not 
\ the Horld, nor any of the Things 75 the World; being 
"now ed to the World, and the World crucified to 
bins, being dead to all that is in the World, both to 
the Luft of the Flgh, the Luft of the Eye, and the Pride 
of Life. For all his Defire is unto Gop, and to the Re- 
membrance of his Name. 8 
11. er to this his One Deſire, is the One 
Deſign of his Life, namely, not to do his own Will, but 
the Will of Him that ſent bim. His One Intention at 
all Times and in all Things is, Nat to pleaſe himſelf, 
but Him whom his Soul loveth. He has a Single Eye. 
And becauſe his Eye is Single, bis whole Body. is Fall of 
Light. Indeed where the Loving Eye of the Soul is 
continually fix d upon Gov, there can be no Darkneſs 
at all, but the ET Light ; as when the bright ſhining 
of a Candle doth enlighten the Houſe. God then reigns 
alone. All that is in the Soul is Holineſs to the Lok p. 
There is not a Motion in his Heart, but is according 
to his Will. Every Thought that ariſes points to Him, 
and is in Obedience to the Law of CHRIST. 

12. And the Tree is known by its Fruits, For as he 
loves Gop, ſo he keeps his Commandments, Not only 
Some, or Moſt of them, but All, from the Leaſt to the 
Greateſt. He is not content to keep the whole Law, and 
offend in One Point; but has in all Points, à Conſcience 
void of Offence, towards God and towards Man. What- 
ever Gop has forbidden, he avoids; whatever. Goos 
has enjoin'd, he doth : And that, whether it be little: 
or great, hard or eaſy, joyous or grievous to the Fleſh, 

He runs the Ways of Gon's Commandments, now he 
hath ſet his Heart at Liberty. It is his Glory and Joy: _.; 
ſo to do; it is his daily Crown of Rejoicing, To da the” 


* 
8 9 


tis thoſe that excel in Strength, To falft his Commandments, 


"36. l Chatafer of a Methodiſt, 
„God on Earth, at it is dine in Heaven ; know- 


to the Glory of Gop. In all his Employments of every 


his Boſom, He cannot adorn himſelf (on any * 


mg ics the higheſt Privilege of the Angel; of Gov, of 


* 


Ann pearken to the Voice of his Word. © | 


Iz. All the Commandments of Gop he accordingly 2 
keeps, and that with all his Might. For his Obedience 741 
is in Proportion to his Love, the Source from whence it bis 
flows. And therefore, loving Gov with all his Heart, . 
he ſerves Him with all his Strength. He continually ll . 
preſents his Soul and Body, a living Sacrifice, holy, ac- hn 
ceptable to God; entirely, and without Reſerve devot- ch 
hg himſelf, all he Has, and all he zs, to his Glory. L. 
All the Talents he has receiv'd, he conſtantly loys, 


according” to his Maſter's Will; every Power and Fa 
enlty of his Soul, every Member of his Body. Once 
he yielded them unto Sin and the Devil, as Inſtruments o 
Unrighteouſneſs: But now, being alive from the Dead, h 
yields them all, as Inftruments of Righteouſneſs unto Gov. 
- x4« By Conſequence, whatſoever he doth, it is all 


kind, he not only aims at this, (which is implied in 
having a Single Eye) but actually artaint it. His Bu- 
Reis and Refreſhments, as well as his Prayers, all ſerve 
to chis great End. Whether he ſit in his Houſe or 
walk by the Way, whether he lie down or riſe up, he 
is promoting in all he ſpeaks or does, the One Buſineſs 
of his Life: Whether he put on his Apparel, or labour, 
or eat and drink, or divert himſelf from too waſting 
Labour, it all tends to advance the Glory of Gop, by 
Peace and Good-will among Men. His one invaria- 
ble Rule is this, What/oever ye ds in. Word or Deed, do 
it all in the Name of the FORD JESUS, giving Thanks 
5 GOD and the Fatber by Him. Fox x 328 
15. Nor do the Cuſtoms of the World: at all hinder 
his running the Race which is ſet before him. He knows, 
that Vice does not loſe its Nature, though it become 
ever ſo faſhionable ; and remembers, That every Man. 
% give an Account of himſelf to GOD. He cannot 
therefore, even /o//vav a Multitude to do Evil: He can- 
not fare ſumptuouſly every Day, or make Proviſion for 
the Fleſh, to fulfil the Lufts thereof. He cannot lay up 
Freaſures upon Earth, no more than he can take Fire into 


* *** c SF 
. — 


16. Laſtly, as he has Time, ve does Good a 6 | 


Names change not the Nature of Things) he is a Chti- 


The Character of a Methodiſt. 11 


with Gold or c Apparel. He cannot join in, or coun« 
tenance any Diverſion, which has the leaſt /Tendency 


to Vice of any kind. He cannot frat Evil: of his 


Neighbour, no more than he can lie, either for G 
or. Man. He cannot utter an unkind Word of any ne; 
for Love keeps the Door of his Lips. He cannot ſpeak” 
idle Wards; No corrupt Communication euer comes out of 
bis Mouth ; as is all that which is not good; fe the Le 
of Edifying, not fit to minifter Grace to the Hearers. 
ut — 47, AR Things are pure, whatſoever Things are 
tawely, whatſoever Things are juſtly of good Mes: be 
thinks and ſpeaks, and acts, adorning ibs Goſpel. of: our 
Loxp Jesus Cutis in all Thin | 85 
Men; unto Neighbours and Strangers, Friends an. 
Enemies. And that, in every poſſible kind; not only 
to their Bodies, by feeding the Hungry, cloathing the 
Naked, wiſiting thoſe that are fick or in Priſon; but 
muck more does he labour to do Good to their Souls, 
as of the Ability which Gop giveth: To awaken thoſe 
that ſleep in Death; to bring thoſe who are awaken'd d 
to the atoning Blood, that being juſtified by Farrn, 
they may have Peace with GOD; and to provoke thoſe + 
who have Peace with Gop, to abound more in Love 


and in Good Works. And he is willing to /pend and 


to be ſpent herein, even to be offered up on the Sacrifice 
and Serwice of their Faith, ſo they may all come unto 
the Meaſure of the Stature of the Fulneſs of Cur1sT. 
17. Theſe are the Principles and Practices of Our 
SECT; theſe are the Marks of'a True Methodiſt. By 
theſe alone do thoſe who are in Derifion ſo called, de- 
fire to be diſtinguiſhed from other Men. If any Man 
ſay, « Why theſe are only the Common, Fundamental 


Principles of Chriſtianity ! ** Thou haſt ſaid: So I mean; 


this is the very Truth; I know they are no other; and 
I would to Gop both Thou and all Men knew, that 
I, and all who follow my Judgment, do vehemently 
refuſe to be diſtinguiſh'd from other Men, by any but 
the Common Principles of Chriſtianity. The Plain, 
Old Chriſtianity that I teach, renguncing and deteſtin 

all other Marks of Diſtinction. And whoſoever 7s 
what I preach (let him be called 'what he will, fos 
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dern Name only, but in Haar und in Ein, He 
ace and outwardly conformefl to che Will of 
Son as Fevealed: in the Wfitten Word” H. Iba, 


| ab;, and tor; pccording ro the Method [aid daun it! 
e Revelation of JESUS CurtsT. His Soul is re 
den the Image of GOD, tn Righreon/mf5 and in all true 
olineſ3. And having the Mind that was in CRISr, 
he ſo Walle ar nter allo wilked, . 
- 18: By theſe Marks, by theſ&Ftuits of a Ming Fair, 
do we labour to . ourſelves, from the Unbe- 
Beving World, from 
are not according to the Goſpel of CyHr1sT. But from 
Real Chriſtians, of wkatſoever Denomination they be, 
ye earneſfly defire not to be diftinguiſhed-at all? Nor 
om any, who ſincerely follow after what they know 
have not yet attatied.” © No: 1/hofecurr doth the Will of 
my Father which is in Heawen, the ſame is my Brother aud 
Ser and Mother. And Ibeſeech You, Brethren, by the 


ercies of Sop, that we be in no wiſe divided among 


varſelves.” 1 thy Heart right, as ny Heart is with 
rhine® Laßt no farther Queſtion, 7 it beg give mie 
by Havd, For Opinions, or Terms, let us not deftroy 
285 W#k Go. Doſt thou love and ſerve Gob? 
It is enough. 1 ive thee the Right-band of Fellowſhip. 
| 1 be any Conſolation in CuR IST, if any Comfort of 
Love, if any Fellowfhip of the Spirit, if an) Bowels and 
Mercies : Let us firive together for the Faith of the GS 
pel, walkin TY the Vacation wherewith we are 
talled; with all Une and Mee tngſt, with Lang 
Suffering, brbearing one. another in Love, efideaVokrin 
Yo" her the Unity of the Spirit, in the Bond of Peace - 
'Remenibring, h , Ont” Body and One Spirit, even 
wave are calltd toith Hipe of our Calling; One Lord, 
One Faith, One Baptiſm 5; One Gov and Father of 
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